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On september the lth 1758, Gaspé fell into the hands of the

British. Five years later, on February the 10th 1763, by the treaty
of Paris, it definitely became a British possession.

France had ignored the tremendous imvortance of t-e vort of
Gaspé. The British saw and realized its value at first sight "The
vort of Gasp4, wrote Captain Bell, aide-de-camn to General Wolfe,
in his log, during his stay at Gaspé, is possibly one of the finest
in the world".

Aé early as 1754, Hon. James Murray, first English Governor of
Quebec, instructed Surveyor-General John Collins to go to Gasvé,
examine the site and its possibilities a3 report to him. The result
of the inspection was that "the bay of Gasré is a splendid fishing
location and tre port is due to become one fo the best harbours in
America. It is the only harbour on the river where ships of éll
tonnage can take refuge during the greatest storms and anchor without
the slightest risk of danger."

Colling also submitted a plan to the Governor, and suggested
that it should be carried out to make of Gaspé a strong military
city which he would have called Charlotte Town. Je named hospital
point "Conway Point". On the hill where the hosnital stands today
hé intended to build a fort " a citadel could be constructed on the
mountain in the rear"

The vlan drawn by Collins was a very elsborate one and provided
for public squares, streets, churches, schools and other buildings.
It also divided the surrounding country and the water front in
farming and residential 1lcts and fishing grounds.

The eastern portion of the bay was to be used for the Sisheries,
hospital point, the mountain and t-e nearby territory were to be the
site of the military citv, while both shores of the Basin were to be

used for asricultural ourposes. 47
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The vlan was never acted upon probably because it was too -
ambitious and would have meant huge exvenditures.
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The firsé.Settlersiof Gaspé Soldiers and Loyalists,' In : snsl [

dn 176l4. Captain Richard Ascah and Lieutenant John Patterson. Both
soilders of wolf's Army. were given oremission by Governor Murray
ége settle any where in the Gaspé Bay. Richard Ascah was granted
600 acres of Land at Peninsula and John Patterson 00 acres on the
South side of the York River, abova: theepresentn: bridge:.

Felix O'Hara a naval Lieutenant arrived same time later a=nd

settle at Gasp’ Basin. 175

On the 11th of March 1?6?, Marray éfsued 2 proclamation
inviting those who desired land to makéuﬁpplication. He recommended
Gasp® to those who wished to engage in the fishing industry.

Following that proclamation, on July the 25th 1765, Joseph
Deane, who commanded the "Lowestoff" asked for a grant of 517 acres
which #&8:> granted to him on August the 23rd of the following year.

On April the 22nd 1765, three merchants, Felix O!'Yara (of Gas»é)
John McCord (of Gaspé) and William Gilliland (of New York) formed an
association ani asked for a grant of 2,000 acres, on both sides of t-e
Basin. It was refused, but later Governor Dorcnester granted them
1,300 acres, p art in the verv center of the village and part on the
uoper reaches of the York river.

On April the 11th of tne same year, Edward Manwaring asked
for a concession of 700 acres of Gasoé harbour.

n March the 1llith 1768, the Quebec Council notified disbanded
soldiers who desired to do so, they could settle on lands along
Gasvé Basin.

The soldiers, however, must undertake to clemr three acres for

each fifty acres granted to them, within a period of three years.
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Ot'Hara and McCord had to pay a yearly rental of twenty—six'
shillings, or keep seventy-eight head of cattle, until they had
cleared seventy acres of land, or begin within a period of three
years, the exnloitation of a quarry or mine and employ thirteen
men. If those conditions were not fulfilled their grant was to be
reveked and the land returned to t:e Crown. The Crown also reserved
the right over all gold and silver mines.

1t 15 doubtful whether all those conditions wore faithfully
adhered to.

On the 2Lith of July 1777, the Lieutenant-Governor of Gaspé,
Nicholas C-x had a census tadken of the nooulation and oronerties
of Gaéné Bay, and he found 23 flamilies or 81 souls, 70 servants,
32 boats and 28 head of cattle. Three resided in Gasv»é it{fself.

_TH9E LOYALISTS
From 178l to 1792, London meie grants of 1and in Gaspesia to

a large number go American Loyalists and. a’:féew of tham séttledsin

fkex and near Geospé.

™.

It was during that period that he sThompsons, Coffins, Cunnings
McRaed, - and Boyles, came to Gasvoé.

The arrival of those Lojalists oroved beneficial to Gasvé. They
were meonle £5 some standing in their former country, the United
States, and their lands were the best, their residences well built
and their fields well cultivated. They were civen snecial favors and
privileces and favorable coneessions, but they did not all succeed as
might have been exvected.

Some difficulties arose between the earlier settlers and the
new-comers. O!'Yara shoved uncalledfor jealousy and greed and obtained
new crants of land from Sir Henry Hamilton, who gave him and additional

concession of 202 acres, in addition to the 1,300 acres he had obtained

from Lord Dorchester in 1767. His sons were evidently "chipsof t~e ofd
_Jy?_




block" since they also depanded more and more land which inkm;sé-ééééa was
given to them. - 2
The Loyelists, disguised bgﬁsuch cupidity began in 1785, $o "help themselves",

By accident or otHerwise, about 800 acres of standing timber on the O'Hara property
were destroyed by fiire.

The first settlements were not completed without some trouble or
difficulty. Complain.ts of many kinds were received from the very start.

In 1779, Governor Haldimand replied to a complaint by O'Hara in the
following laconiec terms: "I am not forgetting you. I shall send you shortly
2 comnission as district judge. However, we have too many matters of great

(=4

importance to attend to just now to be able to give your requests our immediate

attention,"
LANDS

Shortly after the Amerfzzﬁ_ﬁsgsiﬁiion,_the Government sent into Gaspe
district a certain number of loyalists to whom it gave ianés, without,at the same
time giving them reguler title deeds. It was the same with the Acadians who had
no other title than tradition to the lands they occupied. Whem: the population began
to increase a little, land became comparativelj scarcer and difficulties arose
nearly everywhere in connection with real estate, difficulties which were all the
harder to settle that there were no title deeds of the grants to establish the
pretentions of the various claimants. In order to put an end to the troubles,
the Legislature, in 1819, passed the actigeo. III, chap. 3, authorizing the
Government to appoint commissioners to make inquiries on the spot and to decide

the ownership of the properties in dispute. Section 9 of the said act enacts as

follows:
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" The said Commissioners shall from time to time, transmit to the Clerk of
the Executive Councul of this Province a report of all such claims as they shzll
have examindd and decided and the person or persons in whose favour they shall
have reported shall be considered as entitled to have 2 crant or grants under the

Great Seal of the Province of the lands in respect of which such report shall be

nadel
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A commission composed of Héh;E@ZFLTHEﬁ;;eaﬁ, L;Jﬁchﬁ;géngﬁﬁbhééﬁsfﬂff E
Walter Allsopp, and Robert.Christie,, was appointed on.June 8t1_:._1819 by T.Ready .
secretary to Governor Richmond. | et g

From 1820 to 1330 the commissioners studied the claims made by the residents
and granted thegi titles to their lands.

Around the Bay of Gaspe there were very few settlers that were not subject
to those claims. Only those that weré grantéd land for war services of the Seven
Years War and the war of 1812 and ceven somé.of those made¢ claims,

The following is a list of Tikles that was granped to those who made claims
in 1319 and also those that were not subject to claims.

L'Anse aux Cousins

Lot.9 = 10 and 11 Benjamin Coffin.
Lot 12 and west half of 13 William Annett
Lot east half of 13 and 14 : Robert Staurt (J'Hara Patent 1800)

Township of Gaspe Bay South
(Gaspe Basin and Wakeham)
Lot 1 waste land of the Crown. Granted to Rev. William Arnold in 1828

Lot 2 and 3 0'Hara and Mc€ords (Patent 1765)

Lot 4 Mary Ann Coct.widow of Hugh O'Hara. O'Hara and Mc€ords (Patent 1765)
Lot 5 Hugh Cunning

Lot 6 Waste land of the Crown.

Lot 7 Richard W. Aulay

Lot 8 Waste land of the Crown

Lot 9O Samuel Tripp

Lot 10 Edward O'Hara (O'Hara Patent 1800)

Lot 11 John Sairdan (Savidant)

Lot 12 Francis Vallee

Lot 13 Benjamin Patterson (otiginal Boyles)
1ot- 14 Richard Annett (original Boyles)
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Lot 15
Lot.16

Lot 17
Lot 18
Lot 19
Lot 20

Lot 21
Lot 22
Lot 23
Lot 24
Lot 25

Lots 26 - 27 - 23 and 29

Benjamin Patterson (originai'Boylés)
George and Jéhn Boyle (Patieﬁf 1789)
Mary Boyle widow (Patient.1789)
Abraham Coffin (original Boyles)
Mary Boyle widow

Richard Patterson

Louis Janot Claude (Indian)

O'Hara and lccords (Patent 1765)

largaret Petberson widow of Jghn Patterson (Patent 1799)

Mary Ann Coct widow of Hugh O'Hara

llary Boyle widow

wxhtﬂs

1
Lots 22 and 23 have both changedvsince 1819

(Patent 1791)

Helen Boyle and William Hall

-5 -



Lot
Lot

Lot

Lot
Lot

Lot

Lot

Lot

Townships of York
C  Heirs of Joseph Deane (Patent 1767)
A (Jib) Jemes Spuert (O'Hara - Mc€ord Patent 1765)
1 and east half pf 2 James Stuart
west hzlf of 2 Pierre Chauinard
2 Jean L., Trudel
4 liary Ann Coct widow of Hugh O'Hara
5 Rabert Naiv

6 and 7  Williem Annept and Jghn Patterson

3 Mary Ann Coct widow of Hugh O'Hara [Patent 1783)
9 =10~-11 =12 = 13 =14 -and 15 Boyles

16 John White v

17 John Hackett

13 and B,O'Hara and legord (Patent 1’?65)
19 Martha Ascah widow of Peter Patteréon (Peter Patterson Pateht 1791)
20 and 21 Martha Ascah widow of Peter Patterson (John Patterson Patent 1764)
Township of Douglas
(Sandy Beach)
A west helf John Adams OjHara Patent 1765
A east half Lesette lorris Daughter of Felix O'Hara {0'lara Patent 1745)

B and C Henry O'Hara (O'Hara Patent 1765)

=

7illiam Baker

o

Thonas 1iller

Richard iAscah

L
o
=
T
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§ and 6 PBdward Baker

~d

Trancis LeFour
3 Sarah lecConnell Daughter of Felix O'Hara (0'Hara Patent 1500)

- 10 and 11 David Jerry

L)
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Haldimand
The east end knowm as Haldimand Town all belonged to Alexander licRae and James

Thompson. (licRae Patent 1734)

Lot no nunber Jaste land of the Crown

Tot 1 James THompson

Lot 2 and 3 James Cunning

Lot 4 Alexander lcRae (Patent 1774)

Lot 5 and % Janes Cunning

Lot 7 Alexander licRae

Lot 8 Jemes Cunning (Patent 177%4)

Lot 9 John.SLgnley Originzl Felix O'Hera
Lot 10 Alexander lic Rae

Lot 11 George Thonpson

Lot 12 and east hzlf of 13 Thomas Thompson

Lot West half of Lot 13 James Cumming.
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Early Settlers of Fontenelle and Rosebridge

John Stanley and 6harlie Simpson of Scotch origin and Loyalists,
arrived around 1790, John Stanley settled in Fontenelle and Charlie Simpson
in Rosebridge. Abraham Adams settled in Fontenelle in 1825, his brother John Jr.
followed him there in the early 1830's, Abraham arnd John Jr. were sons of Johf
Adams an German Immigrant that settled in Sandy Beach in 1805, Hugh Cunning of
Haldimand, Thomas Langlois and John Rose of Gu¥nsey stock, settled in Rosebridge
other families that settled there were, William and Edward Rooms, Henry Huro and
Edward Phaling of unkown origin.

The French Families began settling in Fontenelle in 1845, most of
them came down from the Upper Parishes. Jean-Baptiste Fournier, with his wife
and thiee small children, were the first to settle there. For other Families
that setiled in Fontenelle between 1845 and 1861, see the extracts o?h;a:ersonal
census for the year of 1861, of The Township of Gaspe Bay North, in this chapture.
Joseph Perreault and Adam Fortin arrived around 1870, they both settled in -
Fontenelle,

Several Famtlies from The Channel Islands and a few of English and
Scotch stock,settled in Rosebridge and the neighbouring parishes, between 1840
and 1861, for details see the extracts of the personal census, for theé  year of
1861, of The Township of Gaspe Bay North, in this chapture.

From Fontenelle to Cape-Aux-Os, there are many families who are
either entirely extent or have left the region, Priaulx, Silvestre, Olssen,
Hamilton, Brien , Cooper, Esnouf, Mosher, Lanfesty, LeCouteur, Hayden, Hodgins ,

Ascah,Patterson, and others,
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The MoRae and Thompson Families of Scotch origan and Loyalists settled
in Haldimand in 1786. Other Families that settled in Haldimand were, Donovan of
Irish stock, Patrick ( first member ) immigrated in 1835, Garrett of English stock,
Thomas ( first member ) immigrated in 1842, Gault of Irish stock, George ( first
member ) immigrated in 1840, &nd Robin of Jersey stock, Daniel ( firat member )
immigrated around 1825, He married Jane Cunning of Haldimand and they moved away,

some members of the family returned in the early 1870's.

Families that settled in Sandy Beach were,Howell of Irish stock, Edward
( first member ) immigrated in 1822, Gillichan of Jersey stock, George ( first
member ) immigrated in 1850, Alexander of Jersey stock, Philip ( first member )
jmmigrated in 1832, Williamson of Scotch stock, Adams ( first member ) immigrated
in 1820, Harbour of English stock and Loyalist arrived around 1790, Adams of
German stock Jonn (\ first member ) immigrated in 1805 and Beattie of Scotch
stock, James ( first member ) arrived from the Maritimes around 1870.

Families that settled in Gaspe Harbour were,Kilbride of Irish stock,
arrived from Prince Edward Island in 1890, Kruse of Jersey stock,Frederick. ;mhis
wife and children arrived from Campbellton N, B. in 1912,LeGros of Jersey stock,
Philip ( first member ) immigrated in the 1870's, and Fitzpatrick of Inish stock,
James ( first member ) immigrated in 1829,

Families that settled in Wakeham ( Gaspe Bay South ) were, Moran of
Irish stock, William ( first member ) immigrated around 1825, Gillis of Irish
stock, Alexander ( first member ) immigrated in 1865, Kenney of Irish stock,
Henry came from Fontenelle and was a member of the Kenney Family that reside there,

and Dowling

Reader of Engilish stock, John ( firet member ) arrived from the
Maritimes, he settled in Gaspe Basin | other settlers in Baspe Basin were,
Godfrey of dersey stock, Joseph ( first member ) immigrated in 1906, Roper of
Jersey stock, Frank ( first member ) immigrated in 1911, Cabot and Bannier also

Jersey stock. Bucklely of Irish stock, George (first member ) arrived from
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